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From Our Executive Director Renee Harrison 

  When she was nine she was homeless.  This is the thought that keeps running through 

my mind.  I keep trying to tell myself that she’s a decade older.  Her life is different now.  
She’s a high school graduate, probably the first on in her family.  She’s about to start col-
lege at Marshall University.  She’s about to move out into her own apartment.  It scares 
me to death. 
 

She’s sitting on the other side of my desk asking me about our transitional living (TL) pro-
gram. “Now Renee, just because I am going to Marshall I can still keep my job, right?  I 

want to be independent.  I don’t want to have others support me.”  I assure her that she can keep her job. 
 

She’s looking at me earnestly with bright blue eyes and the longest eyelashes I have ever seen.  Her sundress 
has sequins sewn in the bodice.  It’s an Ed Hardy knock off she bought with her own money at a flea market.  
It’s a little too tight.  Other than that, her clothes, her make up, even her smile exude confidence.  She is so 
beautiful.  She is so optimistic.  She is so positive.  When she was nine she was homeless. 
 

She doesn’t need to talk about her past now.  She has been with us over two years.  She doesn’t need to talk 
about the abuse, the neglect, the drugs or how she practically raised herself.  She personifies the word resil-
ient.  And tenacious too.  Although she doesn’t have one herself, for her senior project she wanted to learn 
about the art of tattooing.  Her teacher and advisor told her she couldn’t choose this topic for her project.  It 
wasn’t appropriate.  She persisted.  She charmed them.  They reluctantly consented.  She received an A.  
That’s my girl.  When she was nine she was homeless. 
 

Now she’s in my office asking about how close her apartment needs to be to Golden Girl.  I want to answer, 
“next door”.  I tell her it would be best if it was within five miles.  She wants to be closer to Marshall.  My 
head understands this.  My heart wants her to live in Ceredo.  No, my heart wants her to stay here where we 
can continue to protect her.  I finally tell her that I am worried about her moving out.  I’m worried her family 
will suck her into their vortex of drugs, neglect and other ugly things.  I’m worried we won’t be able to protect 
her. 
 

She smiles that self-assured, beautiful smile.  “Renee, you all will have contact with me everyday.  I have rules 
I have to follow in TL.  I will be okay.”  When she was nine she was homeless.  “Besides,” she says with com-
plete confidence, “All of you have taught me well.  Once a Golden Girl, always a Golden Girl.” 
 

I realize with sudden clarity she is right.  Once a Golden Girl, always a Golden Girl.  She will never be homeless 
again.  She will always be part of OUR family. 
 

 I walk around my desk and put my arm around her.  I tell her how proud I am of her.  As we hug I whisper, “I 
love you.”  She grins and bats those impossible long eyelashes.    “I know” she replies, “It’s because I’m so lov-
able.”  And she’s right. 

Renee Harrison 
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A Sad Goodbye to a Special Friend 

GOLDEN GIRL GROUP HOME 

Bob Sydnor, also known as “The Candy Man”, because of the countless cases of candy 

he brought  from his store “Goldsmit and Sydnor” has passed away.  Bob   began donat-

ing to the group home in  1999.  Bob  and his wife Pat took 2 or 3 girls 2 times a week 

out to dinner.  For some of the girls, it was the first time they had ever been to a restau-

rant.  It was a joy for Bob to give to the girls and to the home itself.  When he saw that 

there was a need for a roof on our second house Bob paid for the entire project.  Bob 

kept every card, letter, and picture of the girls on his desk at his office, and bragged 

about the girls to everyone who walked into his office.  When school was out for a Holiday or special day 

he would call all of the girls down to his favorite restaurant “The Mini Lunch” and provide lunch for eve-

ryone as a special treat.  It brought joy to Bob to give to the girls he often said that they gave more to him 

then he could ever give to them.  No wonder he was voted WSAZ’s Hometown Hero in 2008.  Bob also 

sponsored many girls as his Christmas Angel for the past 10 years.  Bob loved the girls at Golden Girl and 

he truly made a difference in the lives of the girls.   

Bob will be missed and will always be in our hearts. 

Women of the Young Professionals Committee (YPC)  
Volunteer at Golden Girl! 

We are so excited to have women of the YPC volunteer at the group home.  Our home wanted the women 
to speak to the girls once a month to share their stories of success and inspiration. The group is enthusias-
tic and can’t wait to get started.   
 

The following YPC members have agreed to speak with the girls on their career paths and share their per-
sonal experiences: 
Christie White-Vice President of The First State Bank, Elizabeth Ayers-Public Information Officer for the 
Cabell-Huntington Health Department, Cassey Bowden-Director of Resource Development & Martketing 
for the United Way, Heather Smith- Assistant Director of Firtness for the Marshall University Recreation 
Center, Angela Jones-Director of Marketing for the Marshall Artisit Series, Stacey Richards-Minigh-Steptoe 
& Johnson and Sheri Seagraves 
 

For the next seven months one of these women will meet with the girls and discuss topics to include basic 
banking, public health, exercise & healthy eating, career exploration including life goals and balancing life 
with career and fundamental practices of law. 
 

Christie White, chair of Huntington YPC will be the first to share her wisdom and encouragement to the 
girls of Golden Girl Group Home.  She commented, “It is a great opportunity for young pro-
fessional women to have a platform to share their challenges, achievements, and life experi-
ences as to how they arrived to where they are today.” 

 
We are hopeful that this program will allow each girl at the home to find the voice inside     
herself that will allow her to reach for her dreams and to turn those dreams into reality. 



Are You a Christmas Angel?  

A major part of our program is  Holiday Celebrations. Holiday activities 

are not just fun, but also memorable and often emotional times for the 

girls. At Golden Girl, we have special friends who have sponsored girls in 

the past. We like to call these special people our Christmas Angels. We 

invite you to be part of this occasion by becoming one of our Christmas 

Angels this year. 

  

Unfortunately our yearly budget does not provide for extras like       

Christmas gifts. Golden Girl is the only family many of these girls have. 

Without the love and support from sponsors like you these girls would 

not know what it is like to open Christmas presents under the tree.  We depend on generous sponsors 

like you to share their Christmas with our girls. Our goal this year is to provide each girl with $150.00 

worth of Christmas gifts. Each girl makes out a wish list of 10 items. The girls realize that they probably 

won’t to get all gifts on their list, but we try to get the top items. If you decide to become a Christmas 

Angel you can buy some of the gifts from your girl’s wish list or we will happy to shop for you.  We 

work very hard to get good deals on all of the gifts when shopping for our girls so we can stretch every 

dollar.  
 

 If you are like many of us at Golden Girl you are gearing up for the Christmas Season.  As you think 

about gifts for your loved ones, please think about the girls at Golden Girl too. Many families make 

Golden Girl part of their holiday tradition by involving the whole family in shopping for “their girl”.  If 

you would like to become a Christmas Angel please call us as soon as possible so you can choose one of 

our girls to bless with your tax deductible gift.  Any contribution will be greatly appreciated.  

 

If you have any questions concerning our Christmas Angel Program,  

please feel free to call Becky Davis at 304-544-7400.   

We appreciate all you have done and wish you all the best this holiday season. 

 

$10.00 Donation Per Ticket Includes: 

Gourmet Meal and Beverage 

Win Fabulous Door Prizes & Raffles 

For Tickets and Information Call  

Linda Goldenberg 304-690-2622 

A  Great  Event for a Great Cause! 

West Virginia Tax  

Credits Available  
Your donation will enable the home to    

provide recreational activities for the girls! 
 

Golden Girl is excited to announce the approval of 

NIP tax credits from the State of West Virginia. The 

Neighborhood Investment Program allows a tax 

credit voucher given to donors who donate $500.00 

or more to Golden Girl.  These credit vouchers     

provide direct deductions (business or personal) off 

of income taxes.  Your donation will  enable us to 

provide much needed recreational activities for the 

girls.  To obtain vouchers contact Nikki Thomas at 

606-615-5678. These credits are limited so take    

advantage of them today.  

Third Annual Holiday Art & Silent Auction 

Friday, November 20 from 6pm to 9pm  

Saturday, November 21st 11am to 7pm  

New Visitor Center at Heritage Station 



 

Weõre on the Web 

www.gggh.org 

Now you can donate  

to GGGH online! 

P.O. Box 876 
999 B Street 
Ceredo, WV 25507 
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